
Stumbling Toward Genius Assignment 
 
 

 
 
 
EPISODE SEVEN: Kneel at the Altar of Your Craft 
 
CREATIVE COMPETENCY: KNEEL AT THE ALTAR OF YOUR CRAFT 
 

Sometimes, we have to do the work over. And over. And over. It can feel tedious and inefficient.                  

But I’ve seen that efficiency is not the god to be prayed to in the creative process. No. We kneel                    

at the altar of our craft and get better with every version. And we grow too.  

 

Work it. Let it work you. When you’re faced with another revision or more work than you want to                   

do, remember: this is your craft. The more time you spend working your words or your art or                  

your business, the deeper you get to go into the process. You get to hug those words and kiss                   

those colors and embrace the art of connecting your work with the world. What else would you                 

rather be doing?  

 

This is NOT to say become better at being a perfectionist. All too often, our desire to make                  

something ‘better’ or ‘right’ gets us into a loop of never-ending tweaking. Knowing when to stop                

is part of mastering our craft. Don’t let your inner critic take over your desire for quality. Instead,                  

devote yourself to your craft and let the love of what you do guide you past the stumbles. 
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Here’s this week’s assignment for you, if you choose to think of the work as kneeling at the altar                   

of your craft. 

 

What makes you more committed to your craft than your ego?  

 

When have you had to do more work than you thought you would, and how did you suck it up? 

 

If you’re working on something now, would it benefit from another pass?  

 

Don’t let your commitment to excellence become the inner critic aka perfectionist. Perfection             

does not exist, and chasing it is often a way to defer finishing our projects.  

 

Become adept at do overs for the sake of quality and commitment. But let your love for your                  

craft lead the way, not your perfectionist ego.  

 

Leave a comment on this episode’s page to share your experience with the assignment, or               

email me at cynthia@originalimpulse.com to send me your experience with the homework. I             

also love to hear any other thoughts you have about this episode.  

 

And be sure to help out with a review here on iTunes.  

 

 

 

I believe we are happier and the world is a better place when we are taking action on our                   
creative dreams. Stumbling Toward Genius exists as a haven and an instigator for you to make                
the things that matter to you. Let’s make the world a better place by living our genius.  
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